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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Milton Coleman's hostile treatment 
by an audience of black journalists 
[“Reporter Talks to Black Press on 


Damning the Messenger 


‘Hymie’ Remark," Aug. 17] left my 
mouth agape. 

In a week filled with news reports of 
Geraldine Ferraro’s disclosure woes 
and Ronald Reagan’s asinine bombing 
joke, Newsday editor Les Payne’s as- 
sertion that Jesse Jackson was the vic- 
tim of a double standard (“If it had 
been Mondale or Reagan, it wouldn’t 
have been in the paper”) was particu- 
larly astonishing. Has Mr. Payne 
never heard of Spiro Agnew, Earl Butz 
or James Watt? 

The anger of Mr. Coleman’s audi- 
ence is understandable: no one likes 
to be told that the emperor has no 
clothes. Their wrath seems mis- 
placed, however; it shoukLbe directed 


toward the message and not the mes- 
senger. 

LEONARD GREENBERG 

Reston 

• 

Here we go again. Jesse Jackson 
makes informal, off-the-cuff remarks 
about “Hymie” and “Hymietown,” 
and the journalist who reports them is 
roundly condemned, even threatened, 
by Jackson admirers. 

Ronald Reagan makes a joking, off- 
the-cuff remark about bombing Russia 
and blames the resulting furor on the 
press for reporting what he said. 

The public gained valuable knowl- 
edge about candidate Jackson both 
from his remarks and from his reac- 
tion to the press reports about them. 
The public is gaining valuable knowl- 
edge about the channels in which 
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President Reagan’s mind runs, and 
about his insensitivity to the overrid- 
ing issue of our times. 

Don’t be intimidated, reporters! Very 
often informal, off-the-cuff remarks re- 
veal more about a public person than his 
or her carefully crafted and rehearsed 
utterances. The American people, in 
whose hands the Election Day decisions 
rest, have a need to know. 

DAVID H. GREEN 

Great Falls 


